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Well, it’s good to be back off of vacation. It was nice taking two weeks off in a row. I would like to thank Pastor Peter, Chad, John Hall, Janna, Randy Boyd, the elders and everyone else who stepped up and pitched in in my absence.

Dana was only able to take one week of vacation. So the first week I stayed home and worked on the honey-do-list. I got a lot done. In fact by the end of the first week my knees were ready to get back to the office.

The second week of vacation was great. We went to Molly’s tea House in Medina. We toured Harry London’s Chocolate Factory. We went to Heinie’s Cheese Factory. I even got to listen to some bluegrass music down in Westerville last Friday while eating some wonderful ice cream. 

We were able to get to Pittsburg for Dana’s mom’s birthday and one of her nephew’s birthday party where we caught up with most of the family. 

And last Sunday we were blessed to worship with Pastor Denny Nezrick and the folks at Grace Evangelical Free Church in Mansfield.

So, all in all it was a good vacation and it is great to be back.

I have had heard nothing but good reports about the great job Pastor Peter and Plunge Youth did two weeks ago and Captain Chad’s message last weekend. 

My only regret about our vacation was that we missed both of them. Dana has already said we will not miss youth Sunday again.
Now before I left for vacation I had a pretty good idea where I was going to go with our summer sermon series. 

I like to plan out ahead where we are going in our sermons. That way I can pray through where we are going and it gives me time to better prepare for each message.

This also helps our worship team when it comes to selecting music for any given Sunday. They work very hard to select music that goes along with the theme or topic of the sermon each week.

Next week we are going to start an excursion through Ephesians. In this series we will explore how the church is a loving community united so we can do the work God has called us to do. 

This is in conjunction with our Tuesday evening Bible study at 7PM, where we are excavation the book of Ephesians and exploring its depths. 

You may have noticed in your bulletins that this week I was going to preach a message that was titled “What’s Your Story?” 

But even as I was preparing it, something kept nagging at me. 

I got up Saturday morning, planning to go out to the church for the men’s breakfast and then stay after to finish up my message.

But all morning, as I prayed, had my morning cup of coffee, walked Keekoe, drove out to the church, shared a meal with the guys, somehow I knew that wasn’t it. I knew God was telling me He had a different plan.

The elders and I have been putting a lot of thought, prayer, and study into the meaning of discipleship.

So I just started reading a book by Dallas Willard called “The Divine Conspiracy: Rediscovering our Hidden Life in God”.
In he writes this: “The most telling thing about the contemporary Christian is that he or she simply has no compelling sense that understanding of and conformity with the clear teachings of Christ is of any vital importance to his or her life, or certainly not that it is in any way essential.”

So many Christians today see the teachings of Christ, the Bible as optional. We have a smorgasbord of faith. 

We are all too comfortable to walk down the buffet line of God’s word picking and choosing what we will, and what we will not put on our plates.

We have compartmentalized God, faith, and the clear teachings of Scriptures to the sidelines of our lives. 

We have bought into the lie that there is somehow a separation between the secular and the sacred. God exists and has authority over here, but over here God has no place—God does not exist.

This is a lie from the pit of hell! And unfortunately we as Christians seem to have bought into this hook line and sinker.

But the truth is God is God over and above everything. And His word is the final answer to all of life’s questions and is the bases, the standard by which we should view and evaluate everything.

Hollywood, Dr. Phil, Bill O’Reilly, D. J. Kennedy, or your college professors don’t have the final word. 

It’s not what’s “PC” or culturally relevant that matters. It’s not the republican or the democratic platform, it’s not even what I feel or think that matters.

At the end of the day, the bottom line, the final word, what really matters is what God’s Word clearly teaches.

A couple weeks ago President Obama came out in support of same sex marriage and it has caused quite a bit of commotion.

Last week, in a battle over the 1996 federal law that defines marriage as a union between a man and a woman called the Defense of Marriage Act was declared unconstitutional by a unanimous decision of a three-judge panel of the 1st U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Boston. 

This decision will set the stage for this law to be reviewed by the Supreme Court.

Then on Friday DC Comics announced that Green Lantern, a comic book hero who has been around since WWII, is coming out of the closet. Folks; the Green Lantern is gay. 

In next week’s issue of the comic book, the super hero will greet his boyfriend with a welcome home kiss.

Friends I don’t care what someone thinks they need to say to get a few more votes or what some earthly judge has to say. I don’t even care what pop culture has to say.

My only concern is what does God’s Word, the Bible say! 

Giving honor to whom honor is due and with all due respect to the president, it doesn’t matter what the president says. 

It doesn’t matter what a panel of judges says or even what a comic book hero has to say. It doesn’t even matter what I have to say for that matter.

The question is what does God’s word have to say about homosexuality and same sex marriage?
God’s word, the Bible, is our authority for faith and practice. It’s what God says that really matters.

Let me stop right here though. I need to make sure you hear me on this. 

Listen to me. Hear my words. This is important. I don’t want anyone to miss understand me on this. 

Just because I don’t validate or accept someone’s opinion regarding homosexuality or same sex marriage that does not mean that they are not valued.

You may know someone; love someone, who is struggling with or living in a homosexual lifestyle. 

You might be here this morning and deep down inside you have struggled with temptations that you have hidden in fear and shame.

I want to make this absolutely clear. God loves you. God loves the homosexual. Jesus Christ died for them just as much as he died for the heterosexual sinner.

If you have struggled in this area or know someone who is struggling in this area God’s love and grace is open to you. And if you need help finding it please talk with me, or anyone of our elders.

You are loved, loved enough though, that I am going to tell you the truth.

So what does the Bible have to say? What is the truth?

First of all let’s think about the whole idea of marriage. The world is trying to tell us that two people of the same sex who love each other should have the right to get married. 

But the world isn’t the one who gets to define marriage. Marriage is after all God’s idea. It isn’t something mankind came up with. No government created marriage.

God is the one who created it. In Genesis 2:24 it says that “man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.”

Marriage was God’s idea and it is God’s design. So it is God who gets to define it.

It was God who said it is not good for man to live alone so he made for him a helper who was suitable for him—Eve.

And yes, God created sex and sex in the right context is good. It is God’s design that sexual relationships are to take place only in the context of a marriage relationship. 

It is not up to the world or you to say who and when and where sex is ok, whether it is same sex relationships or heterosexual relationships.

Sex, according to the Bible is a union of oneness between a man and a woman. 

The Bible teaches us that God’s purpose in creating sex is for a man and a woman to reproduce and for them to enjoy physical and emotional unity and intimacy.

And folks, there is only one form of sexual interaction that I know of that fulfills both of those purposes and it is not homosexuality.

It is heterosexual sex between a man and woman. It is when a man loves a woman—the way the Bible teaches. 

It is two people, a man and a woman, becoming a holy union of oneness, a husband and a wife, one flesh in the bonds of marriage.

Now I am not going to be able to cover everything that the Bible says or that could be said about this topic, but I want to cover three truths about homosexuality, look at some reality about homosexuality and the gay agenda and then I want to offer some hope at the end of our time this morning.

So here’s the truth. First of all according to God’s word homosexuality is sin.

Homosexuality is sin. The action and the lust itself, according to the Bible is sin. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Not the temptation. Temptation is not sin. Having homosexual temptations or tendencies is no more a sin than having heterosexual temptations or tendencies.

Being tempted whether it is homosexual or heterosexual temptation is not sin. But it is when we allow those temptations to turn into lust or action; that is when sin takes place.

Just being a homosexual person is no more sinful than being a heterosexual person. And lust or any sexual activity outside of marriage is sin!

And since God only ordained for marriage to be between a man and a women than any homosexual sex is an act of sin.

That is why in Leviticus 18:22 God says “Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable.” Other versions call it an abomination.

Now stop right there. Lest you think somehow this particular sin is in some way worthy of special judgment or people who commit it deserve some kind of extra punishment or judgment.

We have to keep this in perspective. Did you know that there are other sins in the Bible that are called an abomination?

One of them is dishonest business practices. It is an abomination to the Lord. (Deut. 25:15-16).

Another sin that is an abomination to the Lord is pride, according to Proverbs 16:5.

So are lying, deceit, and sowing discord among the brethren, all of these and others are sins that God’s word call an abomination. 

So before you look down on or judge someone who is caught up in the sin of homosexuality you need to check your own heart.

Don’t get the wrong idea. Just because we are singling out this one sin this morning it is a sin like any other sin—but it is sin.

In the New Testament, like in 1 Timothy 1:8-11, we find a number of places where grievous sins are listed and homosexuality is listed right there alongside of all the other sins.

The act of homosexuality like all sin is missing the mark. It is missing the holiness of God. 

It is breaking God’s law. And God’s laws are not arbitrary or random nor are they based on the culture in which you live. No, they are based on the holiness and goodness of God Himself.

You see folks the one who made us, the one who knows us best wrote an owner’s manual. 
I don’t know if you know this but if you follow the owner’s manual and change your oil it is a whole lot better for your car than if you never change the oil.

You see God’s word is the manufacture specification for human happiness. And every time God says don’t—He means don’t.

Every time God says if you live like this you will be blessed—you will be blessed. And if you live like that you will be cursed and suffer—you will suffer.

He knows what He is talking about. God says homosexuality is a sin like every other sin. It breaks God’s heart. It breaks God’s law and it brings suffering and it brings consequences as all sin does.

God says homosexuality is also a perversion.

And that’s our second truth. Homosexuality is a perversion. It is more than just a bad choice. It twists and distorts God’s intended order and image.

In Genesis 1:27 says that “…God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number…”
Whether you like it or not men and women are not interchangeable. A man can never give another man what a woman can give and vice versa.

And this perversion of God’s original design is detailed in the Bible especially in Romans chapter 1. 

Turn there to Romans chapter 1 and we will pick up with verse 21.

Look what God says.
For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking 

Check out this list! They:
became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 

So God is talking about this list of dishonor and futile thinking and foolish hearts and darkened souls and the worship of things over the worship of God. Sounds like our world today. Therefore:

24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 

25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie...26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. 

27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their... (There’s the word) perversion. 

Homosexuality according to the Bible is a perversion and is an affront to God’s original intent for our lives.

And here is the third truth about homosexuality. Homosexuality leads to bondage. 

Like drug use, alcoholism, and gambling, sexual sin will snare your soul and alter your view of reality altogether. 

These types of sins produce a certain bondage that affects your body and your soul. And in a word it becomes toxic to you….

Think about this…. You are not a physical body that has a soul? 

You are a soul that happens to have a physical body. We get it wrong.

And sooner or later your body will give out but your soul will live on into all of eternity. 

Are you aware young people that old man wrinkles wait you out and will get you in the end?

As you grow older the weight starts sifting from the polls of your body down to the equator. Hair will stop growing where you want it and show up in place you never expected.

Some of you will look at your hands and say; these are my parent’s hands on my body. 

But your soul, your soul will live on into eternity. And inside your soul is your conscience. 

Part of the stark reality of homosexuality is that it is so destructive to your soul that your conscience literally has to get callused over to keep living that way. Let me explain.

If I were to set up a ladder and start to unscrew those hot light bulbs in the celling they would burn my hands. 

But if I were to do it every day, every day, suddenly after a while my hands would become callus. That’s just like a callused conscience.

But, if I kept on doing that everyday eventually my hands would get the point where I would no longer feel pain. And that’s what is a seared conscience is like. 

And part of the reason that there is such bitterness and rage when it comes to pushing the homosexual agenda is because it is the determination of a soul to silence the voice of reason and conscience that God made within them.

And so all of the working for legislation, all of the marches, all the gay pride parades, this determination that I will be accepted no matter what is; listen, it is an attempt to sear the conscience so that the pain that God created for the soul to feel when it sins upon itself and would send a message that would produce ultimate life change gets numbed out because of repeated rebellion. 

This repeated rebellion then produces bondage, addiction. 

The truth is homosexuality is a sin like other sins. It is perversion of God’s intended order and image and it is bondage. 

So that brings us to the reality of homosexuality.

Our culture would have us believe that homosexuality is nominative and conventional. It’s healthy and alternative lifestyle. 

Our society has evolved to a higher state where it is acceptable and pervasive. That’s what our culture is teaching us today. 

You would think because of the way it is played out on TV and in movies, and even in some churches that homosexuality is pervasive in our nation. 

In fact when served most people would guess that as many as 25% of the US population is gay.
Yet the best research shows that homosexual acts account for only about “2% of the actual sexual activities among adults in our country.”

The media likes to portray homosexuals as healthy happy well-adjusted people who live in life long loving relationships. And certainly some do. 

I also know that there are some anti-gay people out there who like to portray all homosexuals as deviant drug addict perverted pedophiles who commit the most heinous acts imaginable.  

But the truth is there are plenty of heterosexuals that fit that description as well. Sin is sin no matter what the orientation.

But here is the reality. Research shows that homosexuals do have a higher rate of infectious diseases, alcoholism and drug addiction then the heterosexual community. 

Homosexuals are more likely to attempt suicide or be a victim of domestic violence. And this is just a sampling.  

I don’t know about you but this really doesn’t seem like this is a nominative and conventional healthy lifestyle ordained by God.

The reality of it is that homosexuality is destructive. It is physically, emotionally, spiritually destructive to the soul.

So if the reality of it is that only about 2% of the US population is homosexual, and statistics show that on the large part they are in a destructive life pattern why is it that the gay agenda is being pushed so hard by the media, government and even some churches?

Listen to this quote is from lesbian activist Patricia Neal Warren. She said; “It is the first fact of civilization. Whoever captures the kids owns the future.” 

A lesbian activist has to remind us that whoever captures the kids owns the future. 

Folks we are in a battle. But here is the thing. The homosexuals are not our enemy. They are trapped in their sin, in bondage.

But Paul tells us in Ephesians 6:12 that “…our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”

We are in a spiritual battle and the evil one is using the homosexual agenda today like he used Darwin and creationism a century ago.

If he can get people to question or better yet reject the Bible he has made a hug score. 

And Satan, for the moment seems to be winning this battle and we are helping him by being passive and “tolerant” of his lies.

There are those who try to re-interpret the Bible to fit the homosexual agenda, to be more politically correct and palatable to today’s sense of tolerance. 

All they have done is to walk done the buffet of scripture picking and choosing what to put on or leave off their plate. They have rejected the clear teaching of the Bible.

Christians, and therefore the Christ they serve, are viewed as intolerant bigots who are out of touch un-enlightened fools.

When the Defense of Marriage Act goes before the Supreme Court it will be the Scope trials of this century. [Explain]

Folks we need to be in prayer for our nation, our leaders and our churches. Pray for the witness of the church that it would remain solid on God’s word and clear teaching about sin and sexual integrity.

That brings us to hope. We need to fix our hope in Christ and we need to offer hope to those who are caught up in their sin.

Folks our culture and our country needs God’s grace and we must talk about and model the ultimate unconditional and forgiving love of Jesus Christ for people who are lost and blinded by sin. 

We need to be sensitive and compassionate to those who seek to follow Christ.

We need to be both a community of God’s grace but we also need to be a community that stands for God’s truth! 

Not in an arrogant way that says we know it all, we are so much better than anyone else.

But in a kind and loving way we need to demonstrate that God’s wisdom brought to bear on any subject matter is more powerful than our wisdom because His wisdom works.

Regardless of what the world may say this church, God’s church, will stand according to God’s word. Gay marriage and the homosexual agenda is sin. Those caught up in it, like the rest of us sinners need the saving grace of Jesus Christ.

None of us are without sin. Not a single one of us in this place. We all wrestle with right and wrong. We all wrestle with temptation in our own ways.

Join me this morning in receiving communion and be reminded why we all need God’s grace. 
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